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997 July 9. ieo9 

Reports from Kobe — Inspection of vessels— Plague — Destruction of rats 
at Osaka and summary of plague rats found — Smallpox at Osaka. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Knight reports, June 7 and 10: 

Week ended May 29. Supplemental bills of health granted to 3 
steamships and 1 original bill of health granted to 1 steamship. 

There were inspected 118 members of crews and 448 steerage pas- 
sengers, and 47 members of crews and 25 steerage passengers were 
bathed and disinfected, and their effects were disinfected by steam. 
The number of pieces of baggage steamed was 180 and of bedding 52. 
Manifests were visaed for 38,533 pieces of freight, amounting to 3,145 
tons. One vessel was fumigated with sulphur to kill vermin, and the 
forecastle was washed down with antiseptic solution. 

Emigrants were examined as follows : 

Per steamship Manchuria for Honolulu, passed 20, recommended 
for rejection, 14; for San Francisco, passed 5, recommended for re- 
j ection 5 . Fifteen cases of human hair were disinfected with f ormalin. 

Two cases of suspected plague with 2 deaths are officially reported. 

On account of the number of cases of suspected plague in the city, 
I have made inspection of the freight lighters during the past week 
and found them to be in a fair sanitary condition. 

Plague rats at Osaka — Smallpox. 

The health of Osaka, adjacent to Kobe, has been in a very satis- 
factory state since January 1, 1909, but rats containing plague 
germs are still found in the boats moored in the Ajikawa River and 
also on the shore in the neighborhood of Nishi-Ajikawa and Kujo. 
The water police have been strictly enforcing the destruction of 
rodents in the boats, while the Kujo police have been carrying out 
house cleaning in the district in which plague rats are found. From 
January 1 to May 10, 52 rats infected with plague were caught on 
boats and 49 on shore. From May 10 to 31 no rats infected with 
plague were found in the river district. In Namba district one or 
two rats infected with plague have been discovered since January 1. 
Three cases of smallpox, with 1 death, were reported at Osaka from 
January 1 to May 31. The population of Osaka is about 1,000,000. 

Compared with the corresponding period last year, the health con- 
ditions are reported to be much improved. 

Week ended June 5. Supplemental bills of health granted to 5 
steamships. 

There were inspected 128 members of crew and 87 steerage passen- 

fers, and 100 members of crew and 72 steerage passengers were 
athed and disinfected. Their effects were disinfected by steam. 
The number of pieces of baggage steamed was 419 and of bedding 
146. Manifests were visaed for 47,267 pieces of freight, amounting 
to 4,422 tons. 

Emigrants examined: Per steamship Chiyo Maru for Honolulu, 
passed 24, recommended for rejection 13; steamship Chiyo Maru for 
San Francisco, passed 9, recommended for rejection 4; per steamship 
Kaga Maru for Seattle , p assed 32 , recommended for re j ection 1 6 . The 
emigrants passed, together with 7 intending passengers to Victoria 
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by the steamship Kaga Maru, were inspected, bathed, and disinfected, 
and their effects were disinfected before embarkation. 

The official returns of infectious diseases for the week show 3 cases 
of plague, with 1 death, at Kobe. 

MEXICO. 

Report from Coatzacoalcos — Inspection of vessels — Sanitary conditions. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Thompson reports, June 24 : 
Week ended June 23. Two vessels inspected. All on board were 
well at time of sailing. No fever cases occurred on board on either 
vessel while in port. The health of the port is satisfactory. 

Report from Salina Cruz — No transactions. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Gochicoa reports, June 21 : 
Week ended June 19. No transactions. 

Report from Tampico — Inspection and fumigation of vessels — Sanitary 

conditions. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Stowe reports, June 24 : 

Week ended June 23. 



i inspected and passed 5 

Bills of health issued 5 

Members of crews of outgoing vessels inspected 172 

Passengers of outgoing vessels inspected 4 

Vessels fumigated 1 

No cases of quarantinable disease occurred during the week. 
Sanitary condition of the port and surrounding country good. 
Copious rains have fallen during the past week. 

Report from Veracruz — Inspection and fumigation of vessels — Small- 
pox — Sanitary conditions — Typhus fever no longer epidemic in 
Mexico City. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Carter reports, June 21 : 

Week ended June 20. 

Bills of health issued <5 

Vessels inspected 1 

Vessels fumigated . 5 

Passengers inspected 88 

Members of crews inspected 220 

One death from smallpox was reported June 15, with no new cases. 
No other contagious diseases were reported during the week, and 
the health conditions of Veracruz and vicinity are considered very 
good. Heavy rains have been falling and mosquitoes are becoming 
more numerous. The general health of the entire consular district 
is improved, especially as regards Puebla, where conditions were very 
bad. Reports from Mexico City show that the epidemic of typhus 
fever is over and that the general health conditions are much im- 
proved. 



